COUNTRY Czechoslovakia

SUBJECT Leopoldov Prison

00160007-3

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/15 : CIA-RDP82-00047R0003

SECURITY INFORMATION

~ C U.S. Officials Onl\'g
SECRET b ﬂ
[50&

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY s0xi

INFORMATION REPORT

DATE DISTR. 31 July 1953
50X1

NO. OF PAGES 3

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL OEFENSE]|

OF THE UNITED STATES. WITHIN THEMEANING OF TITLE te, SECTIONS 793
AND 794. OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE. NO. OF ENCLS.

LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON |S§| 5OX1

PROHIB{TED BY THE REPRODUCTION O H REPCR PROHIBITED SUPP. TO
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED iNFORMATION REPORT NO.

2,

3.

b

Leopoldov Pewost (Fortress) was built in 1669 during the reign of King Leopold
as a fortress and bastion against the Turks who conducted raids as far as Slovak=
ia, Later.the fortress was used as a military arsenal and still later it was
converted into a prison., After 1948 the Leopoldov fortress was used as a prison
only for criminals with heavy sentences for major crimes,

In order to eliminate the harsh sound of the ! ' i ime i

! prison', the Communist regime in
1950 renamed it 'The Penal Institute for Men at LeopoZ’Ldov‘. The inmates of this
so-called Pena{l Institute are mainly political prisoners whose only crime is
that they remained loyal to democratic principles and refused to humble theme

- selves to the Commnist distatorship,

The number of prisoners in Leopoldov is constant and comprises between 800 to
1200 men, They are housed in seftions and old rooms which at one time served as
grard rooms for men-at-arms, Some 25 to 30 men are confined to each room, *though
at various times prisoners are placed in solitary confinement,

The prison containe some infamous dungeons which were hollowed out of the castle
walls, Into these holes, prisoners who resist prison discipline or have attempted
escape are cast, They are subject to torture in these dungeons and anyone who ig
finally released is returned in a state of ruined health,

5. The insti'bl.ltion contains the following work shops in which prisoners are compelled
to work eight hours daily in accordance with Communist norms:
(a) Basket Shop, where reed furniture and various ornamental things are made,
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(b) Furniture Factory, (formerly Svit) which at one time was privately owned,
It is now a national enterprise, The prisoners who work there are cabinet
mskers, varnishers, or are skilled in other woodworking trades, This shop
manufactures the finest of furniture and various office equipment,

(¢) Rug Plant where various kinds of rugs, quilts, and covers are woven,
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(d) Ari‘Workshop where only the prisoners with artistic talent are employed.

(e) 'Plant Workshop where prison furniture cnly is repaired and where tables;: benches
and so on for the use of the prisoners are made,

(£) Metal Working Shop for the repair of prison equipmentg _pewter plates; kettles, ete,

(g) Tailor Ship, where the prisoners' clothes are repaired, nev ones made, and uniforms
stiched,

(h) Bakery‘where bread for the entire prisbn is made as well as for the Guards' Canteen,

(1) Laundry where the prisonmers' underclothes are washed. They receive a change of
underclothes once a ‘month.

&) ‘Jute mill which 15 iocated in a bullding next to the old school. Prisoners with

only the heaviest sentences work here, mamifecturing saeking and eoveringa for
barrels. They also shell beéans and peas for the kitchen,

(x) Administration where prisoners work in the office and various other departments
doing clerical work.

(1) Institute Writing Room where prisoners copy- judieial papsers, etc, received from
‘the district courtso o

Other prisoners work &8s gardeners in the prison gardens earing for the- ve etable piots,
as laborers on the ‘roads outside of the prison gates, es sto scns repairing and re-
modeling the prison buildings, and as ecmridor-men janitor sygﬁping the cell blocks,
aorridora, eourtyarﬁ ete.

All prisoners are eompelled to work except those certified by & physician a8 siek enough
to be transferred to the prison infirmary, After working hours there is an hour.of -
exercise during which the prisoners walk in a circle three or five abreast under the .
constant supervision of the guards. . ' : o ”

Prison ratlons are poor but suffiaient to sustein 1ife. In the ﬁorning"the prisoners
receive black coffee and at seven o'clock begin work. At noon dinner is dished out in

.the corrldors into plates, Usually it consists of soup, beans or peas, potatoes or
-earrets, and, three times weekly, five decagrams of meat generally in the form of

goulash, At one o'clock the siren screams again and the prisoners return to their work.
At four o'elock work is over and the hour's exercise begins; "This walking in 1he
courtyard sometimes iasts omly a half-hour. After that, the prisoners enter’ the cells
where supper is dished out; after which comes inspection and, lock-up.

" By seven ofclock all prisoners mist be in their cells where the eommander of the. de-

partment, together with the guard, counts the prisoners and examines their phyaical
condition; after that, the guard lonks the door and the prisoners mst remain in ‘their
cells until nine o'clock, * They may read, talk; or otherwise amuse themselves, providing
there is no strife or noise. At nine o'clock & bell rings and all the men must get into
their cots and go to sleep. The large light in each room is extinguished but a small
one is 1&ft burning, sc that the cells are illuminated all night and the guased wnlking
the . corridor can readily see what is going on in eaeh cell,

The above i3 the order of the day and any deviation or disrup+iun is punlshed by the

. taking away of such.privileges as writin%nor receiving visitors, Sometimes the punish-

ment is more severe, such-as the discontinuance of retions fur a day. visitors are
permitted only in very special instances. The family must write to the Cotmandant of
the Institute and if a permit is granted it siates on it what day and hour, and for how
many mimutes the visitoer may stay. The commandant approves the request for a visit only

. if such a prlvilege was. proposed by the manager of the workshop to whlch,the prisoner

is assigned

Each priscner, upon arrival a+ the prison and before he is issued a uniform, is examined
by the minagement, by the Commandant and finally by the Classificstion Commission, The
Commisgion is headed by the Commandant, consists of the Enlightnment Officer dand the
Commandant®s assistants, -The Commission inquires about the prisoner's name, nationality,
his sentence;, and what Oourt passed sentence, whether a State or Dis+rict Court.  They
also ask him to give a short summary of his crime. This hearing governs the" stamp
placed upon his-conmitment papers; either an "O' which means Ostrov- Jechymov, or "HUB"
which means the coal mines in Handlova. Thus the priscner learns what will become of
him, Technlclans, ‘mechanics and tradesmen are usually kept in Leopoldov and put to

work in the various shops there.

Each month a contingent of Leopoldov prisaners, about 150 men, is sent to the Jachymov
Uranium mines and the terminal station at Ostrov., Also about 100 to 150 men are sent
regularly each month to the Handlova ccal mines. Prisoners with lighter sentences sre
placed in various. férced labor camps and quarries, for instance:  Skladana Skalks Quarry;
Voderacy near Nitra, a State Farm; Sucany, a brlcknyard, Pezinok, a brick-yard; Piestany
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‘Brickyerd end sawmill; Z41ina, 2 sewmill and factory; and all over Slovakia where
. the civilian employees are supplemented or replaced by prisom labor. Leopoldov con-
* gtantly receives a stream of pew prisoners from the various Jails in Slovakia and

the older priscrers sre placed in verious works according to the classification and

« direction of the warden of the prison,

Imprisonment in Leopoldov produces horror and hopeless desire for freedom. The )

prisoners on ‘the while manage to endure it quite well. They are mostly intellectuals
whe believe that democcracy will not surrender them to the claws of the Bolshevik wolf
and they conscle themselves with each tiny scrap of news which comes into the prisen,_

" generally via the stonemasons from the village, They live only for ‘the hope thet

the Communist regime will collapse and that they will be freed.  They also count on
outside intervention, This is the only thing enabling them tc carry on. They ‘be-
1ieve 4n "democracy" and that their salvation will come when the western powers aid

. them, A good meny of them have worked in the US and therefore don't believe that
« - the US will let the country remain in the grasp of the Communist beast of prey. ' The

prisoners dre quite tolerant of one another and assist each other as much'as:they

-e8n, -The Warden or’Commender of the entire prison is Anton Michelik, lst Lieutenant,

SKB, a former prison guard in Bratislave. He is a firm Communist and a rough indi-

‘ vidual, He was born in Devinska Nova Ves and now lives. in Leopoldov. The Enlighten-

ment Officer is Augustin Begecny, 1st Sergeant, SNB., A severe person, he follows.

to. the letter the instructions of his cormander.

- ond -

SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/15 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300160007-3



